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Blogs in Japan~Estimation of Blog Contents and Analysis of factors of Blogger’s motivation~
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This study aims to estimate the number of blogs in Japan that have been established (since January
2001) by employing unique method and to analyze the trends in blog usage among bloggers by
extracting factors of bloggers from the results of online questionnaires completed by bloggers and
clustering bloggers into five groups from the points of each factor. We show the results as below.

+ As of January 2008, domestic blogs published on the Internet totaled 16.9 million.

+ Out of these blogs, the number of active blogs, which refer to blogs updated at least once a
month, is 3 millions.

- Five groups of bloggers: (1) self-expression (30.9%); (2) creating a community (25.7%); (3)
social contribution (8.4%); (4) profit-making (10.1%); and (5) use as archives (25.0%).

- The reasons for establishing a blog and the styles of blogs vary widely in Japan.
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