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On Digital Television Transition --- U.S.-Japan Comparison in view of the Extension of

Analogue Broadcast Termination in U.S.

Hajime Oniki

Professor Emeritus, Osaka University and Osaka-Gakuin University

Abstract: In early February, 2009, U.S. Congress extended the date of terminating analogue
television broadcasting by four months to set the new termination date to be June 12, 2009. This
last-minute extension caused considerable confusion with television viewers and the broadcast
industry in U.S. It is expected that some such incident may take place in Japan prior to the
designated date of analogue broadcast termination, July 24, 2011.  This paper explains what
happened in U.S. in early 2009 with regard to analogue termination. It then considers of what
may be desirable policies for the digital television transition in Japan.
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