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Abstract :

This research focused on the growing phenomenon of young’s use of Internet social
networking sites. About three hundreds students who know ‘mixi’, the most poplar SNS in
Japan, participated in this survey. The questionnaire consisted of following items; perceived
uses and gratifications of ‘mixi’, mobile e-mail uses, and some psychological measures about
personal relations.

Factor analysis revealed that SNS ‘mixi’ has mainly three functions, that is, the
reinforcement of existing relations, the acquirement of knowledge, and the opportunity of
new relations, although reinforcement function seems the basic function of this site. And the
fact that use of ‘mixi’ has strong correlation with mobile e-mail use means that this site
provides the users with a new communication space, not functional alternative.
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