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An Analysis on the Implementation Process of DTV Transition Support Policy in the
U.S.: Roles of Elderly Groups and Libraries
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[Abstract
The goal of this paper is to examine what kinds of political actors play important roles in the
implementation process of the DTV transition support policy in the U.S. In the U.S., the penetration
rate of cable TV is very high. Also, the number of households receiving terrestrial airwaves directly
from terrestrial stations is very small. Therefore, policy-makers and various interest groups have the
clear consensus that it is necessary to support minorities, elderly households, as well as low income
ones that will be affected by shutting-off analog signals. Based on the Digital TV Transition and
Public Safety Act of 2005, the TV Converter Box Coupon Program has been implemented. In
conclusion, this research highlights nonprofit organizations such as AARP and ALA as well as the
government and business groups play active roles in educating the consumers about the DTV
transition.
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